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Abstract. Closure (interior) operators and closure (interior) systems are important tools in many mathe-
matical environments. Considering the logical sense of a complete residuated lattice L, this paper aims to
present the concepts of L-closure (L-interior) operators and L-closure (L-interior) systems by means of infi-
mums (supremums) of L-families of L-subsets and show their equivalence in a categorical sense. Also, two
types of fuzzy relations between L-subsets corresponding to L-closure operators and L-interior operators
are proposed, which are called L-enclosed relations and L-internal relations. It is shown that the resulting
categories are isomorphic to that of L-closure spaces and L-interior spaces, respectively.

1. Introduction

Closure operators and closure systems play important roles in many research areas. As we all know,
cotopologies are closure systems which are closed for finite unions and convex structures are closure
systems which are closed for directed unions (equivalently, nested unions). Correspondingly, topological
closure operators and algebraic closure operators can be used to characterize cotopologies and convex
structures, respectively. In the dual situation, interior operators and interior systems are also investigated
from different aspects.

Inspired by fuzzy set theory, closure operators and closure systems have been generalized to the fuzzy
case in different approaches. Biacino and Gerla [5] studied fuzzy closure systems from L-subalgebras.
Zhou [34] introduced the concept of L-closure spaces and studied many important properties for L-closure
spaces. Luo and Fang [13] proposed the concepts of fuzzifying closure operators and fuzzifying closure
systems. Shi and Pang [21] generalized fuzzifying closure operators and fuzzifying closure systems to
L-fuzzy closure operators and L-fuzzy closure systems. Recently, Pang et al. [14–16] introduced fuzzy
algebraic closure operators to characterize fuzzy convex structures (also called fuzzy algebraic closure
systems). More research on fuzzy convex structures (fuzzy algebraic closure systems) can be found in
[22, 23, 25, 31]. Recently, Wu et al. [28] proposed L-topological derived internal (resp. enclosed) relations
to characterize L-topological derived interior (resp. closure) operators in L-topological spaces. Besides,
many researcher studied fuzzy closure operators in matroid theory [12, 26, 29, 33]. Considering other
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characterizations of fuzzy closure operators, Shi and Shi [24] proposed two new types of fuzzy relations
between L-subsets in (L,M)-fuzzy topological spaces, which are called (L,M)-fuzzy enclosed relations and
(L,M)-fuzzy internal relations. Xiu and Li [32] introduced the corresponding concepts in the framework of
(L,M)-fuzzy convex spaces and showed their equivalence. Later, Liao and Wu [27] combined these relations
to characterize (L,M)-fuzzy topological convex spaces. Up to now, fuzzy closure (interior) operators, fuzzy
closure (interior) systems and fuzzy enclosed (internal) relations have been composed to a unified universe
and are being investigated in a common framework.

Considering complete residuated lattice L as the lattice background, Bělohlávek [2] started a general
theory of fuzzy closure systems and fuzzy closure operators. Later, Georgescu and Popescu [6] introduced
the concepts of closure operators and closure systems in a non-commutative lattice valued environment,
where the lattice valued environment come form a generalized residuated lattice. In [7], Fang and Yue
discussed the categorical relationship between L-fuzzy closure operators and L-fuzzy closure systems.
Moreover, Bělohlávek and Funioková [4] proved that there is a one-to-one correspondence between fuzzy
interior systems and fuzzy interior operators. Afterwards, Ramadan [19] showed the existence of a Galois
correspondence between the category of L-fuzzy interior system spaces and that of L-fuzzy interior spaces.
Recently, Li and Wang [11] introduced L-ordered interior operators and L-ordered neighborhood systems
to characterize stratified L-concave spaces (also called stratified algebraic L-interior systems). Besides, Xiu
[31] showed that the category of L-concave spaces can be embedded in that of L-convergence spaces as a
reflective subcategory.

As a basic and important algebraic structure, a complete residuated lattice (L, ∗,→,∨,∧) possesses
plentiful logical flavor with the logical tensor ∗ and the logical implication →. This provides a more
logical environment for the research on fuzzy mathematical structures. As generalizations of infimums and
supremums of L-subsets and subsethoods between L-subsets, infimums and supremums of L-families of
L-subsets [3] and subsethood degrees between L-subsets [3] are introduced by means of the logical tensor ∗
and the logical implication→ on L. This motivates us to combine infimums and supremums of L-families
and subsethood degrees between L-subsets with fuzzy closure (interior) operators, fuzzy closure (interior)
systems and fuzzy enclosed (internal) relations.

This structure of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we review some notions and notations.
In Section 3, we use the infimums of L-families of L-subsets and subsethood degrees between L-subsets as
tools to define L-closure systems and L-closure operators, respectively. And we study their relationship in
a categorical aspect. In Section 4, we present a new type of fuzzy relations between L-subsets, which is
called L-enclosed relations. In addition, we study its relationship with L-closure operators. In Section 5 and
Section 6, we introduce the notions of L-interior operators, L-interior systems by means of supremums of
L-families of L-subsets and L-internal relations between L-subsets. And we show the categories of L-interior
system spaces and L-internal relational spaces are both isomorphic to that of L-interior spaces. In Section 7,
we discuss the relationship between L-closure operators and L-interior operators.

2. Preliminaries

Let L be a complete lattice. The largest element and the smallest element in L are denoted by > and ⊥,
respectively.

Definition 2.1. A complete residuated lattice is a structure (L, ∗,→,∨,∧), where (L,∨,∧,⊥,>) is a complete
lattice with the largest element > and the smallest element ⊥; (L, ∗,>) is a commutative monoid, i.e.,
∗ is commutative, associative, and x ∗ > = x holds for each x ∈ L; and (∗,→) is an adjoint pair, i.e.,
x ∗ y ≤ z⇐⇒ x ≤ y→ z holds for each x, y, z ∈ L.

The basic properties of the complete residuated lattice are referred to [3, 8, 9].
Given a complete residuated lattice (L, ∗,→,∨,∧), a unary operator ¬which is called precomplement is

defined as ¬x = x→ 0.

Definition 2.2. ([18]) Let (L, ∗,→,∨,∧) be a complete residuated lattice and ¬ be the precomplement oper-
ator. If ¬¬x = x holds for each x ∈ L, then (L, ∗,→,∨,∧) is called a regular complete residuated lattice.
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Lemma 2.3. ([18]) Let (L, ∗,→,∨,∧) be a regular complete residuated lattice, then the following conditions hold.

(R1) x→ y = ¬y→ ¬x;
(R2) x→ y = ¬(x ∗ ¬y);
(R3) ¬ (

∧
i∈I xi) =

∨
i∈I(¬xi);

(R4) If x ≤ y, then ¬y ≤ ¬x.

Let X be a nonempty set. An L-subset on X is a mapping from X to L, and LX denotes the set of all
L-subsets on X. All algebraic operations on L can be extended pointwise to LX. The largest element and the
smallest element in LX are denoted by > and ⊥, respectively. We say {Ai}i∈I is a directed (resp. co-directed)
subset of LX if for each Ai1,Ai2 ∈ {Ai}i∈I, there exists Ai3 ∈ {Ai}i∈I such that Ai1,Ai2 ≤ Ai3 (resp. Ai1,Ai2 ≥ Ai3).

Let X,Y be two nonempty sets and f : X −→ Y be a mapping. Define f→L : LX
−→ LY and f←L : LY

−→ LX

by f→L (A)(y) =
∨

f (x)=yA(x) for A ∈ LX and y ∈ Y, and f←L (B) = B ◦ f for B ∈ LY, respectively.
In [3], the supremum and infimum of an L-familyA : LX

−→ L on X are defined as follows:

tA =
∨
B∈LX

(A(B) ∗ B); uA =
∧
B∈LX

(A(B)→ B).

Given A,B ∈ LX, the subsethood degree [3] of A and B is defined by

S(A,B) =
∧
x∈X

(A(x)→ B(x)).

In the following lemma, we collect some properties of subsethood degrees which will be used in the
sequel.

Lemma 2.4. ([2, 3, 16]) Let A,B,C ∈ LX and f : X −→ Y be a mapping. Then

(S1) S(A,B) = > ⇐⇒ A ≤ B;
(S2) S(A,B) ≤ S(C,A)→ S(C,B);
(S3) S(A,B) ≤ S(B,C)→ S(A,C);
(S4) A ≤ S(A,B)→ B;
(S5) S(A,B) ∗ S(B,C) ≤ S(A,C);
(S6) S( f→L (A),B) = S(A, f←L (B)).

Terminologies of category theory used this paper can be seen in [1].

3. L-Closure Operators and L-Closure Systems

In this section, we will introduce the concepts of L-closure operators by means of the subsethood degree
between L-subsets and L-closure systems by means of the infimum of L-families, and then we will study
their relationship from a categorical aspect. Considering their algebraic and topological counterparts, we
will also propose the concepts of algebraic (topological) L-closure operators and algebraic (topological)
L-closure systems.

Definition 3.1. A mapping c: LX
−→ LX is called an L-closure operator if it satisfies:

(LCL1) c(⊥) = ⊥;
(LCL2) c(A) > A for each A ∈ LX;
(LCL3) c(a→ A) 6 a→ c(A) for each A ∈ LX and a ∈ L;
(LCL4) S(A, c(B)) 6 S(c(A), c(B)) for each A,B ∈ LX.

For an L-closure operator c on X, the pair (X, c) is called an L-closure space.
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A mapping f : (X, cX) −→ (Y, cY) between L-closure spaces is called L-closure-preserving provided that
f→L (cX(A)) 6 cY( f→L (A)) for each A ∈ LX.

It is easy to verify that all L-closure spaces as objects and all L-closure-preserving mappings as morphisms
form a category, which is denoted by L-CLS.

Usually, closure operators (classical or fuzzy) are defined in terms of monotone law and the idempotent
law. In the following result, we will show (LCL4) can be decomposed into these two laws.

Proposition 3.2. Let c : LX
−→ LX be a mapping satisfying (LCL2). Then (LCL4) is equivalent to the following

two statements.

(LCL5) S(A,B) 6 S(c(A), c(B));
(LCL6) c(c(A)) 6 c(A).

Proof. (=⇒) Take each A,B ∈ LX. Then

S(A,B) 6 S(A, c(B)) 6 S(c(A), c(B)).

and
> = S(c(A), c(A)) 6 S(c(c(A)), c(A)).

This means c(c(A)) 6 c(A).
(⇐=) Take each A,B ∈ LX. Then

S(A, c(B)) 6 S(c(A), c(c(B))) 6 S(c(A), c(B)),

as desired.

By means of the infimum of L-families, we propose the concept of L-closure systems as follows.

Definition 3.3. A subset C ⊆ LX is called an L-closure system on X if it satisfies:

(LCS1) ⊥ ∈ C;
(LCS2) uA ∈ C for eachA : C −→ L.

For an L-closure system C on X, the pair (X,C) is called an L-closure system space.

A mapping f : (X,CX) −→ (Y,CY) between L-closure system spaces is called L-closure-preserving pro-
vided that B ∈ CY implies that f←L (B) ∈ CX.

It is easy to check that all L-closure system spaces as objects and all L-closure-preserving mappings as
morphisms form a category, which is denoted by L-CSS.

(LCS2) means L-closure systems are closed for infimums of L-families. Now we show it can also be
characterized by infimums of classical subfamilies of L-subsets.

Proposition 3.4. Let C ⊆ LX be a subset satisfying (LCS1). Then (LCS2) is equivalent to the following
statements.

(LCS3)
∧

i∈I Ai ∈ C for each {Ai}i∈I ⊆ C;
(LCS4) a→ A ∈ C for each A ∈ C and a ∈ L.

Proof. (=⇒) For each {Ai}i∈I ⊆ C, defineA1: C −→ L as follows:

∀A ∈ C,A1(A) =

>, A ∈ {Ai}i∈I;
⊥, A < {Ai}i∈I.

Then
uA1 =

∧
B∈C

(A1(B)→ B) =
∧
i∈I

(> → Ai) =
∧
i∈I

Ai.
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This implies
∧

i∈I Ai ∈ C.
For each A ∈ C and a ∈ L, defineA2: C −→ L as follows:

∀B ∈ C,A2(B) =

a, B = A;
⊥, B , A.

Then
uA2 =

∧
B∈C

(A2(B)→ B) = a→ A.

This means a→ A ∈ C.
(⇐=) For eachA : C −→ L, it follows from (LCS3) and (LCS4) that

uA =
∧
A∈C

(A(A)→ A) ∈ C,

as desired.

Next we will discuss the relationship between L-closure operators and L-closure systems.

Proposition 3.5. Let c: LX
−→ LX be an L-closure operator on X and define Cc ⊆ LX by

C
c = {A ∈ LX

| c(A) 6 A}.

Then Cc is an L-closure system on X.

Proof. It suffices to show that Cc satisfies (LCS1) and (LCS2).
(LCS1) It follows immediately from (LCL1).
(LCS2) For eachA: Cc −→ L, it follows that

c(uA) = c
(∧

A∈Cc (A(A)→ A)
)

6
∧

A∈Cc c(A(A)→ A)
6

∧
c(A)6A(A(A)→ c(A))

6
∧
c(A)6A(A(A)→ A)

=
∧

A∈Cc (A(A)→ A) = uA.

This implies that uA ∈ Cc.

Proposition 3.6. If f : (X, cX) −→ (Y, cY) is an L-closure-preserving mapping, then so is f : (X,CcX ) −→ (Y,CcY ).

Proof. Since f : (X, cX) −→ (Y, cY) is L-closure-preserving, it follows that

∀A ∈ LX, f→L (cX(A)) 6 cY( f→L (A)).

Then for each B ∈ CcY , we have

cX( f←L (B)) 6 f←L (cY( f→L ( f←L (B)))) 6 f←L (cY(B)) 6 f←L (B).

This shows f←L (B) ∈ CcX , as desired.

By Propositions 3.5 and 3.6, we obtain a functor F : L-CLS −→ L-CSS by

F : (X, c) 7−→ (X,Cc) and f 7−→ f .
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Proposition 3.7. Let C be an L-closure system on X and define cC: LX
−→ LX by

∀A ∈ LX, cC(A) =
∧
B∈C

(S(A,B)→ B).

Then cC is an L-closure operator on X.

Proof. By Proposition 3.2, we only need to show cC satisfies (LCL1)-(LCL3) and (LCL5)-(LCL6). Actually,
(LCL1) and (LCL2) are straightforward.

(LCL3) Take each a ∈ L and A ∈ LX. Then

a→ cC(A) = a→
∧

B∈C(S(A,B)→ B)
=

∧
B∈C(a→ (S(A,B)→ B))

=
∧

B∈C((a ∗ S(A,B))→ B)
>

∧
B∈C(S(a→ A,B)→ B)

= cC(a→ A).

(LCL5) Take each A,B ∈ LX. Then

S(cC(A), cC(B)) = S
(∧

D∈C(S(A,D)→ D),
∧

C∈C(S(B,C)→ C)
)

>
∧

C∈C S(S(A,C)→ C,S(B,C)→ C)
>

∧
C∈C(S(B,C)→ S(A,C))

> S(A,B).

(LCL6) Take each A ∈ LX. Then by Proposition 3.4, we have

cC(A) =
∧
B∈C

(S(A,B)→ B) ∈ C.

This implies
cC(cC(A)) =

∧
B∈C(S(cC(A),B)→ B)

6 S(cC(A), cC(A))→ cC(A)
= cC(A).

Hence cC is an L-closure operator on X.

Proposition 3.8. If f : (X,CX) −→ (Y,CY) is an L-closure-preserving mapping, then so is f : (X, cCX ) −→ (Y, cCY ).

Proof. Since f : (X,CX) −→ (Y,CY) is L-closure-preserving, it follows that

∀B ∈ LY,B ∈ CY implies f←L (B) ∈ CX.

Then for each A ∈ LX, we have

f←L (cCY ( f→L (A))) = f←L
(∧

B∈CY
(S( f→L (A),B)→ B)

)
=

∧
B∈CY

f←L (S( f→L (A),B)→ B)
=

∧
B∈CY

(S( f→L (A),B)→ f←L (B))
=

∧
B∈CY

(S(A, f←L (B))→ f←L (B))
>

∧
f←L (B)∈CX

(S(A, f←L (B))→ f←L (B))
>

∧
C∈CX

(S(A,C)→ C)
= cCX (A).

This implies that f→L (cCX (A)) 6 cCY ( f→L (A)), as desired.
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By Propositions 3.7 and 3.8, we obtain a functor G: L-CSS−→ L-CLS by

G : (X,C) 7−→ (X, cC) and f 7−→ f .

Now we will show L-closure operators and L-closure systems are one-to-one corresponding in a cate-
gorical sense. That is,

Theorem 3.9. L-CLS and L-CSS are isomorphic.

Proof. It suffices to verify that G ◦ F = IL−CLS and F ◦ G = IL−CSS. That is to say, we only need to prove (1)
cC
c

= c and (2) Cc
C

= C.
For (1), take each A ∈ LX. Then

cC
c

(A) =
∧

B∈Cc (S(A,B)→ B)
=

∧
c(B)6B(S(A,B)→ B)

6 S(A, c(A))→ c(A) (by (LCL6))
= c(A),

and
cC
c

(A) =
∧
c(B)6B(S(A,B)→ B)

>
∧
c(B)6B(S(c(A), c(B))→ B)

>
∧
c(B)6B(S(c(A), c(B))→ c(B))

> c(A).

This means cC
c

= c.
For (2), take each A ∈ LX. Then

A ∈ Cc
C

⇐⇒ cC(A) 6 A⇐⇒ cC(A) = A⇐⇒ A ∈ C.

This shows Cc
C

= C.

In the classical case, algebraic closure operators and topological closure operators are obtained by
equipping closure operators with some “algebraic” and “topological” conditions. For L-closure operators,
we can also introduce the following two concepts.

Definition 3.10. An L-closure operator c on X is called algebraic if it satisfies:

(ALCL) c
(∨

j∈J A j

)
6

∨
j∈J c(A j) for each directed subfamily {A j} j∈J ⊆ LX.

For an algebraic L-closure operator c on X, the pair (X, c) is called an algebraic L-closure space.

Definition 3.11. An L-closure operator c on X is called topological if it satisfies:

(TLCL) c(A ∨ B) = c(A) ∨ c(B) for each A,B ∈ LX.

For a topological L-closure operator c on X, the pair (X, c) is called a topological L-closure space.

The full subcategories of L-CLS consisting of algebraic and topological L-closure spaces are denoted by
L-ACLS and L-TCLS, respectively.

Example 3.12. (1) Define c : LX
−→ LX as follows c(A) = A. Then it is easy to check that c satisfies (LCL1)-

(LCL4), (ALCL) and (TLCL). Hence c is an algebraic and topological L-closure operator on X.
(2) Define c : LX

−→ LX as follows c(A) =
∨

x∈XA(x). Then it is easy to check that c satisfies (LCL1)-(LCL3)
and (LCL5)-(LCL6), (ALCL) and (TLCL). Hence c is an algebraic and topological L-closure operator on X.

By Theorem 3.9, we know L-closure operators and L-closure systems are one-to-one corresponding.
Then a natural question has risen: what kind of L-closure systems are corresponding to algebraic and
topological L-closure operators?
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Definition 3.13. An L-closure system C on X is called algebraic if it satisfies:

(ALCS)
∨

j∈J C j ∈ C for each directed subfamily {C j} j∈J ⊆ C.

For an algebraic L-closure system C on X, the pair (X,C) is called an algebraic L-closure system space.

Example 3.14. ([25]) Let X be a vector space over a real number field K and let A : X −→ ([0, 1],∧) be a
fuzzy set in X. A is called convex [10] if A(x) ∧ A(y) ≤ A(kx + (1 − k)y) for any x, y ∈ X and k ∈ K with
0 ≤ k ≤ 1. Then

C = {A ∈ [0, 1]X
| A is convex}

is an algebraic L-closure systems on X. It is easy to verify thatC satisfies (LCS1), (LCS3)-(LCS4) and (ALCS).
Hence C is an algebraic L-closure systems on X.

Definition 3.15. An L-closure system C on X is called topological if it satisfies:

(TLCS) A,B ∈ C implies A ∨ B ∈ C.

For a topological L-closure system C on X, the pair (X,C) is called a topological L-closure system space.

The full subcategories of L-CSS consisting of algebraic and topological L-closure system spaces are
denoted by L-ACSS and L-TCSS, respectively.

Remark 3.16. By Proposition 3.4, we know that algebraic L-closure systems are L-convex structures with
(LCS4) and topological L-closure systems are L-cotopologies with (LCS4). In the classical case, (LCS4) holds
naturally. This means algebraic L-closure systems and topological L-closure systems can be considered as
reasonable generalizations of convex structures and cotopologies, respectively.

Next we will study the relationship between algebraic (topological) L-closure operators and algebraic
(topological) L-closure systems.

Proposition 3.17. If c is an algebraic (a topological) L-closure operator on X, then Cc is an algebraic (a topological)
L-closure system on X.

Proof. It follows immediately from Proposition 3.5 and Definition 3.10 (3.11).

Proposition 3.18. If C is an algebraic (a topological) L-closure system on X, then cC is an algebraic (a topological)
L-closure operator on X.

Proof. It is enough to show that
(1) (LCS3), (LCS4) and (ALCS) imply (ALCL) and
(2) (LCS3), (LCS4) and (TLCS) imply (TLCL).
For (1), take each directed subfamily {A j} j∈J ⊆ LX. Then it follows from (LCS3) and (LCS4) that for each

j ∈ J,
cC(A j) =

∧
B j∈C

(S(A j,B j)→ B j) ∈ C.

Since {cC(A j)} j∈J is directed, it follows from (ALCS) that
∨

j∈J c
C(A j) ∈ C. Then we have

cC(
∨

j∈J A j) =
∧

B∈C

(
S(

∨
j∈J A j,B)→ B

)
6 S(

∨
j∈J A j,

∨
j∈J c

C(A j))→
∨

j∈J c
C(A j)

=
∨

j∈J c
C(A j).

This means (ALCL) holds.
For (2), it is similar to (1).

By Propositions 3.17, 3.18 and Theorem 3.9, we have the following corollary.

Corollary 3.19. (1) L-ACLS is isomorphic to L-ACSS.
(2) L-TCLS is isomorphic to L-TCSS.
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4. L-Enclosed Relations

A binary relation between two subsets, usually called an enclosed relation, can be induced by closure
operators. In this section, we introduce a fuzzy counterpart of this relation between L-subsets, which is
called L-enclosed relation. And we will establish its relationship with L-closure operators.

Definition 4.1. A mapping r : LX
× LX

−→ L is called an L-enclosed relation on X if it satisfies:

(ELR1) r(⊥,⊥) = >;
(ELR2) r(A,B) 6 S(A,B);
(ELR3) r(B,uA) =

∧
A∈LX (A(A)→ r(B,A));

(ELR4) S(A,B) 6 r(B,C)→ r(A,C);
(ELR5) r(A,B) 6

∨
C∈LX (r(A,C) ∗ r(C,B));

(ELR6) r(a→ A,B) > a ∗ r(A,B).

For an L-enclosed relation r on X, the pair (X, r) is called an L-enclosed relational space.

A mapping f : (X, rX) −→ (Y, rY) between L-enclosed relational spaces is called L-enclosed-relation-
preserving (L-ERP, in short) provided that rX( f←L (A), f←L (B)) > rY(A,B) for each A,B ∈ LY.

It is easy to check that all L-enclosed relational spaces as objects and all L-ERP mappings as morphisms
form a category, denoted by L-ERS.

Example 4.2. It is easy to verify that the subsethood degree S(−,−) : LX
×LX

−→ L is an L-enclosed relation
on X.

In order to establish the relationship between L-enclosed relations and L-closure operators, we first give
the following lemma.

Lemma 4.3. Let r be an L-enclosed relation on X. Then

(1) r (B,
∧

i∈I Ai) =
∧

i∈I r(B,Ai);
(2) r(B, a→ A) = a→ r(B,A);
(3) S(A,B) 6 r(C,A)→ r(C,B);
(4) A 6 B implies r(A,C) > r(B,C).

Proof. (1) Take each {Ai}i∈I ⊆ LX and B ∈ LX. DefineA : LX
−→ L by

∀A ∈ LX,A(A) =

>, A ∈ {Ai}i∈I;
⊥, otherwise.

Then
uA =

∧
A∈LX

(A(A)→ A) =
∧

A∈{Ai}i∈I

A =
∧
i∈I

Ai.

This implies
r (B,

∧
i∈I Ai) = r(B,uA)

=
∧

A∈LX (A(A)→ r(B,A))
=

∧
A∈{Ai}i∈I

r(B,A) =
∧

i∈I r(B,Ai).

(2) Take each A,B ∈ LX and a ∈ L. DefineA : LX
−→ L by

∀C ∈ LX,A(C) =

a, C = A;
⊥, C , A.
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Then
uA =

∧
C∈LX

(A(C)→ C) =
∧

C∈{A}

(A(C)→ C) = a→ A.

This implies
r(B, a→ A) = r(B,uA) =

∧
C∈LX

(A(C)→ r(B,C)) = a→ r(B,A).

(3) Take each A,B,C ∈ LX. Then

S(A,B)→ r(C,B) = r(C,S(A,B)→ B) (by (2))
> r(C,A).

This means
S(A,B) ∗ r(C,A) 6 r(C,B).

That is,
S(A,B) 6 r(C,A)→ r(C,B).

(4) It follows immediately from (ELR4).

Now let us show how to induce an L-enclosed relation from an L-closure operator.

Proposition 4.4. Let c be an L-closure operator on X and define rc : LX
× LX

−→ L by

∀A,B ∈ LX, rc(A,B) = S(c(A),B).

Then rc is an L-enclosed relation on X.

Proof. It suffices to show that rc satisfies (ELR1)-(ELR6). Indeed,
(ELR1) Straightforward.
(ELR2) For each A,B ∈ LX, it follows that

rc(A,B) = S(c(A),B) 6 S(A,B).

(ELR3) For each B ∈ LX andA : LX
−→ L, it follows that

rc(B,uA) = S(c(B),uA)
= S (c(B),

∧
A∈LX (A(A)→ A))

=
∧

A∈LX S(c(B),A(A)→ A)
=

∧
A∈LX (A(A)→ S(c(B),A))

=
∧

A∈LX (A(A)→ rc(B,A)).

(ELR4) For each A,B,C ∈ LX, it follows that

rc(B,C)→ rc(A,C) = S(c(B),C)→ S(c(A),C)
> S(c(A), c(B))
> S(A,B).

(ELR5) For each A,B ∈ LX, we have∨
C∈LX

(rc(A,C) ∗ rc(C,B))=
∨
C∈LX

(S(c(A),C) ∗ S(c(C),B)

>S(c(A), c(A)) ∗ S(c(c(A)),B))
=S(c(c(A)),B)
>S(c(A),B) = rc(A,B).
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(ELR6) For each A,B ∈ LX and a ∈ L, we have

rc(A,B)→ rc(a→ A,B) = S(c(A),B)→ S(c(a→ A),B)
> S(c(a→ A), c(A))
> S(a→ A,A)
> a.

This implies a ∗ rc(A,B) 6 rc(a→ A,B).

Proposition 4.5. If f : (X, cX) −→ (Y, cY) is L-closure-preserving, then f : (X, rcX ) −→ (Y, rcY ) is L-ERP.

Proof. Since f : (X, cX) −→ (Y, cY) is L-closure-preserving, it follows that

∀A ∈ LX, f→L (cX(A)) 6 cY( f→L (A)).

Then for each B,C ∈ LY, we have

rcX ( f←L (B), f←L (C)) = S(cX( f←L (B)), f←L (C))
= S( f→L (cX( f←L (B))),C)
> S(cY( f→L ( f←L (B))),C)
> S(cY(B),C)
= rcY (B,C).

Thus f : (X, rcX ) −→ (Y, rcY ) is L-ERP.

By Propositions 4.4 and 4.5, we obtain a functorH : L-CLS−→ L-ERS by

H : (X, c) 7−→ (X, rc) and f 7−→ f .

Conversely, we can also construct an L-closure operator from an L-enclosed relation.

Proposition 4.6. Let r be an L-enclosed relation on X and define cr : LX
−→ LX by

∀A ∈ LX, cr(A) =
∧
B∈LX

(r(A,B)→ B).

Then cr is an L-closure operator on X.

Proof. By Proposition 3.2, it suffices to verify that cr satisfies (LCL1)-(LCL3), (LCL5) and (LCL6). Indeed,
(LCL1) It follows from (ELR1) that

cr(⊥) =
∧
B∈LX

(r(⊥,B)→ B) 6 r(⊥,⊥)→ ⊥ = > → ⊥ = ⊥.

(LCL2) It follows from (ELR2) that

cr(A) =
∧
B∈LX

(r(A,B)→ B) >
∧
B∈LX

(S(A,B)→ B) > A.

(LCL3) Take each A ∈ LX and a ∈ L. Then

a→ cr(A)=a→
∧
B∈LX

(r(A,B)→ B)

=
∧
B∈LX

(a→ (r(A,B)→ B))
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=
∧
B∈LX

((a ∗ r(A,B))→ B)

>
∧
B∈LX

(r(a→ A,B)→ B) (by (ELR6))

=cr(a→ A).

(LCL5) Take each A,B ∈ LX. Then

S(cr(A), cr(B)) = S
(∧

D∈LX (r(A,D)→ D),
∧

C∈LX (r(B,C)→ C)
)

>
∧

C∈LX S(r(A,C)→ C, r(B,C)→ C)
>

∧
C∈LX (r(B,C)→ r(A,C))

> S(A,B).

(LCL6) Take each A ∈ LX. Then

r(cr(A),B) = r
(∧

C∈LX (r(A,C)→ C),B
)

>
∨

C∈LX r(r(A,C)→ C,B) (by Lemma 4.3)
>

∨
C∈LX (r(A,C) ∗ r(C,B)) (by (ELR6))

> r(A,B). (by(ELR5))

This implies
cr(cr(A)) =

∧
B∈LX (r(cr(A),B)→ B)

6
∧

B∈LX (r(A,B)→ B)
= cr(A).

Thus cr is an L-closure operator on X.

Proposition 4.7. If f : (X, rX) −→ (Y, rY) is L-ERP, then f : (X, crX ) −→ (Y, crY ) is L-closure-preserving.

Proof. Since f : (X, rX) −→ (Y, rY) is L-ERP, it follows that

∀B,C ∈ LY, rX( f←L (B), f←L (C)) > rY(B,C).

Then for each A ∈ LX, we have

f←L (crY ( f→L (A))) =
∧

B∈LY f←L (rY( f→L (A),B)→ B)
=

∧
B∈LY (rY( f→L (A),B)→ f←L (B))

>
∧

B∈LY (rX( f←L ( f→L (A)), f←L (B))→ f←L (B))
>

∧
B∈LY (rX(A, f←L (B))→ f←L (B))

>
∧

D∈LX (rX(A,D)→ D)
= crX (A).

Thus, we obtain f→L (crX (A)) 6 crY ( f→L (A)).

By Propositions 4.6 and 4.7, we obtain a functorK : L-ERS−→ L-CLS by

K : (X, r) 7−→ (X, cr) and f 7−→ f .

Next we will show L-closure operators and L-enclosed relations are one-to-one corresponding. That is,

Theorem 4.8. L-CLS is isomorphic to L-ERS.

Proof. It suffices to verify that K ◦H = IL−CLS and H ◦ K = IL−ERS. That is to say, we only need to prove
(1) cr

c

= c and (2) rc
r

= r.
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For (1), take each A ∈ LX. Then

cr
c

(A) =
∧
B∈LX

(rc(A,B)→ B) =
∧
B∈LX

(S(c(A),B)→ B) ≥ c(A).

Conversely,
cr
c

(A) =
∧
B∈LX

(S(c(A),B)→ B) ≤ S(c(A), c(A))→ c(A) = c(A).

For (2), take each A ∈ LX. Then

r(A, cr(A)) = r (A,
∧

B∈LX (r(A,B)→ B))
=

∧
B∈LX r(A, r(A,B)→ B)

=
∧

B∈LX (r(A,B)→ r(A,B))
= >.

This implies for each A,B ∈ LX,

rc
r

(A,B) = S(cr(A),B) 6 r(A, cr(A))→ r(A,B)
= > → r(A,B)
= r(A,B).

Further, we have
rc
r

(A,B) = S(cr(A),B) = S
(∧

C∈LX (r(A,C)→ C),B
)

> S(r(A,B)→ B,B)
> r(A,B).

This means rc
r

= r, as desired.

In order to characterize algebraic and topological L-closure operators, we propose algebraic and topo-
logical counterparts of L-enclosed relations as follows:

Definition 4.9. An L-enclosed relation r on X is called algebraic if it satisfies

(AELR) r(
∨

j∈J A j,B) =
∧

j∈J r(A j,B) for each directed subfamily {A j} j∈J.

For an algebraic L-enclosed relation r on X, the pair (X, r) is called an algebraic L-enclosed relational space.

Definition 4.10. An L-enclosed relation r on X is called topological if it satisfies

(TELR) r(A ∨ B,C) = r(A,C) ∧ r(B,C).

For a topological L-enclosed relation r on X, the pair (X, r) is called a topological L-enclosed relational space.

The full subcategories of L-ERS consisting of algebraic and topological L-enclosed relational spaces are
denoted by L-AERS and L-TERS, respectively.

As pointed in Example 4.2, it can be further verified that the subsethood degree S(−,−) : LX
× LX

−→ L
is an algebraic and topological L-enclosed relation on X.

Proposition 4.11. If c is an algebraic (a topological) L-closure operator on X, then rc is an algebraic (a topological)
L-enclosed relation on X.

Proof. It follows immediately from Proposition 4.4 and Definition 3.10 (3.11).

Proposition 4.12. If r is an algebraic (a topological) L-enclosed relation on X, then cr is an algebraic (a topological)
L-closure operator on X.
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Proof. It is enough to show that
(1) (ELR1)-(ELR6) and (AELR) imply (ALCL) and
(2) (ELR1)-(ELR6) and (TELR) imply (TLCL).
For (1), take each directed subfamily {A j} j∈J ⊆ LX. Then for each j ∈ J, it follows that

r(A j, cr(A j)) = r
(
A j,

∧
B∈LX (r(A j,B)→ B)

)
=

∧
B∈LX r(A j, r(A j,B)→ B) (by Lemma 4.3)

=
∧

B∈LX (r(A j,B)→ r(A j,B)) (by Lemma 4.3)
= >.

This implies
S

(
cr(

∨
j∈J A j),

∨
j∈J c

r(A j)
)

= S

(∧
B∈LX

(
r
(∨

j∈J A j,B
)
→ B

)
,
∨

j∈J c
r(A j)

)
> S

(
r
(∨

j∈J A j,
∨

j∈J c
r(A j)

)
→

∨
j∈J c

r(A j),
∨

j∈J c
r(A j)

)
> r

(∨
j∈J A j,

∨
j∈J c

r(A j)
)

=
∧

j∈J r
(
A j,

∨
j∈J c

r(A j)
)

>
∧

j∈J r(A j, cr(A j))
= >.

This means cr(
∨

j∈J A j) 6
∨

j∈J c
r(A j).

For (2), it can be shown similarly.

By Propositions 4.11, 4.12 and Theorem 4.8, we obtain the following corollary.

Corollary 4.13. (1) L-ACLS is isomorphic to L-AERS.
(2) L-TCLS is an isomorphic to L-TERS.

5. L-Interior Operators and L-Interior sSystems

As the dual concepts of L-closure operators and L-closure systems, we will propose the concepts of
L-interior operators and L-interior systems via supremums of L-families and study their relationship.
Further, we will equip L-interior operators and L-interior systems with algebraic and topological conditions,
respectively.

Definition 5.1. A mapping I: LX
−→ LX is called an L-interior operator if it satisfies:

(LIL1) I(>) = >;
(LIL2) I(A) 6 A for each A ∈ LX;
(LIL3) a ∗ I(A) 6 I(a ∗ A) for each A ∈ LX and a ∈ L;
(LIL4) S(I(A),B) 6 S(I(A),I(B)) for each A,B ∈ LX.

For an L-interior operator I on X, the pair (X,I) is called an L-interior space.

A mapping f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) between L-interior spaces is called L-interior-preserving provided that
f←L (IY(A)) 6 IX( f←L (A)) for each A ∈ LY.

It is easy to verify that all L-interior spaces as objects and all L-interior-preserving mappings as mor-
phisms form a category, which is denoted by L-ILS.

Proposition 5.2. Let I : LX
−→ LX be a mapping satisfying (LIL2). Then (LIL4) is equivalent to the following

two statements.

(LIL5) S(A,B) 6 S(I(A),I(B)) for each A,B ∈ LX;
(LIL6) I(I(A)) > I(A) for each A ∈ LX.
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Proof. The proof of Proposition 3.2 can be adopted.

Next, we present the concept of L-interior systems by means of supremums of L-families of L-subsets.

Definition 5.3. A subset I ⊆ LX is called an L-interior system on X if it satisfies:

(LIS1) > ∈ I;
(LIS2) tA ∈ I for eachA : I −→ L.

For an L-interior system I on X, the pair (X,I) is called an L-interior system space.

A mapping f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) between L-interior system spaces is called L-interior-preserving pro-
vided that B ∈ IY implies that f←L (B) ∈ IX.

It is easy to check that all L-interior system spaces as objects and all L-interior-preserving mappings as
morphisms form a category, which is denoted by L-ISS.

Proposition 5.4. LetI ⊆ LX be a subset satisfying (LIS1). Then (LIS2) is equivalent to the following statements.

(LIS3)
∨

i∈I Ai ∈ I for each {Ai}i∈I ⊆ I;
(LIS4) a ∗ A ∈ I for each A ∈ I and a ∈ L.

Proof. The proof of Proposition 3.4 can be adopted.

Now let us establish the relationship between L-interior operators and L-interior systems.

Proposition 5.5. Let I: LX
−→ LX be an L-interior operator on X and define II ⊆ LX by

II = {A ∈ LX
| I(A) > A}.

Then II is an L-interior system on X.

Proof. It suffices to show that II satisfies (LIS1) and (LIS2).
(LIS1) It follows immediately from (LIL1).
(LIS2) For eachA: II −→ L, it follows that

I(tA) = I (
∨

A∈II (A(A) ∗ A))
>

∨
A∈II I(A(A) ∗ A)

>
∨
I(A)>A(A(A) ∗ I(A))

>
∨
I(A)>A(A(A) ∗ A)

=
∨

A∈II (A(A) ∗ A)
= tA.

This implies that tA ∈ II, as desired.

Proposition 5.6. If f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) is an L-interior-preserving mapping, then so is f : (X,IIX ) −→ (Y,IIY ).

Proof. Since f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) is an L-interior-preserving, it follows that

∀A ∈ LY, f←L (IY(A)) 6 IX( f←L (A)).

Then for each B ∈ IIY , i.e., IY(B) > B, we have

IX( f←L (B)) > f←L (IY(B)) > f←L (B).

This shows f←L (B) ∈ IIX , as desired.
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By Propositions 5.5 and 5.6, we obtain a functorM: L-ILS −→ L-ISS by

M : (X,I) 7−→ (X,II) and f 7−→ f .

Proposition 5.7. Let I be an L-interior system on X and define II: LX
−→ LX by

∀A ∈ LX,II(A) =
∨
B∈I

(S(B,A) ∗ B).

Then II is an L-interior operator on X.

Proof. By Proposition 5.2, we only need to show II satisfies (LIL1)-(LIL3) and (LIL5)-(LIL6). Actually,
(LIL1) and (LIL2) are straightforward.

(LIL3) Take each a ∈ L and A ∈ LX. Then

a ∗ II(A) = a ∗
∨

B∈I(S(B,A) ∗ B)
=

∨
B∈I(a ∗ S(B,A) ∗ B)

6
∨

B∈I(S(B, a ∗ A) ∗ B)
= I

I(a ∗ A).

(LIL5) Take each A,B ∈ LX. Then

S(II(A),II(B)) = S
(∨

C∈I(S(C,A) ∗ C),
∨

D∈I(S(D,B) ∗D)
)

>
∧

C∈I S(S(C,A) ∗ C,S(C,B) ∗ C)
>

∧
C∈I(S(C,A)→ S(C,B))

> S(A,B).

(LIL6) Take each A ∈ LX. Then by Proposition 5.4, we have

I
I(A) =

∨
B∈I

(S(B,A) ∗ B) ∈ I.

This implies
I
I(II(A)) =

∨
B∈I(S(B,II(A)) ∗ B)

> S(II(A),II(A)) ∗ II(A)
= I

I(A).

Hence II is an L-interior operator on X.

Proposition 5.8. If f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) is an L-interior-preserving mapping, then so is f : (X,IIX ) −→ (Y,IIY ).

Proof. Since f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) is an L-interior-preserving, it follows that

∀B ∈ LY,B ∈ IY implies f←L (B) ∈ IX.

Then for each A ∈ LY, we have

f←L (IIY (A)) = f←L
(∨

B∈IY
S(B,A) ∗ B

)
=

∨
B∈IY

f←L (S(B,A) ∗ B)
=

∨
B∈IY

(S(B,A) ∗ f←L (B))
6

∨
f←L (B)∈IX

(S( f←L (B), f←L (A)) ∗ f←L (B))
6

∨
D∈IX

(S(D, f←L (A)) ∗D)
= I

IX ( f←L (A)).

Thus f : (X,IIX ) −→ (Y,IIY ) is an L-interior-preserving mapping.
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By Propositions 5.7 and 5.8, we obtain a functorN : L-ISS −→ L-ILS by

N : (X,I) 7−→ (X,II) and f 7−→ f .

Now we will show L-interior operators and L-interior systems are one-to-one corresponding in a cate-
gorical sense. That is,

Theorem 5.9. L-ILS and L-ISS are isomorphic.

Proof. It suffices to verify thatN ◦M = IL−ILS andM◦N = IL−ISS. That is to say, we only need to prove (1)
I
II = I and (2) II

I

= I.
For (1), take each A ∈ LX. Then

I
II (A) =

∨
B∈II (S(B,A) ∗ B)

=
∨

B≤I(B)(S(B,A) ∗ B)
> S(I(A),A) ∗ I(A) (by (LIL6))
= I(A)

and
I
II (A) =

∨
B∈II (S(B,A) ∗ B)

=
∨

B≤I(B)(S(B,A) ∗ B)
6

∨
B≤I(B)(S(I(B),I(A)) ∗ B)

6
∨

B≤I(B)(S(I(B),I(A)) ∗ I(B))
6 I(A).

This means II
I

= I.
For (2), take each A ∈ LX. Then

A ∈ II
I

⇐⇒ A 6 II(A)⇐⇒ A = II(A)⇐⇒ A ∈ I.

This shows II
I

= I.

We can also introduce the concepts of algebraic L-interior operators and topological L-interior operators
and will discuss what kind of L-interior systems are corresponding to algebraic and topological L-interior
operators, respectively.

Definition 5.10. An L-interior operator I on X is called algebraic if it satisfies:

(ALIL) I(
∧

j∈J A j) >
∧

j∈J I(A j) for each co-directed subfamily {A j} j∈J ⊆ LX.

For an algebraic L-interior operator I on X, the pair (X,I) is called an algebraic L-interior space.

Definition 5.11. An L-interior operator I on X is called topological if it satisfies:

(TLIL) I(A ∧ B) = I(A) ∧ I(B) for each A,B ∈ LX.

For a topological L-interior operator I on X, the pair (X,I) is called a topological L-interior space.

The full subcategories of L-ILS consisting of algebraic and topological L-interior spaces are denoted by
L-AILS and L-TILS, respectively.

Example 5.12. ([20]) (1) Define I : LX
−→ LX as follows I(A) = A. Then it is easy to check that I satisfies

(LIL1)-(LIL4), (ALIL) and (TLIL). Hence I is an algebraic and topological L-interior operator on X.
(2) DefineI : LX

−→ LX as followsI(A) =
∧

x∈XA(x).Then it is easy to check thatI satisfies (LIL1)-(LIL3),
(LIL5)-(LIL6), (ALIL) and (TLIL). Hence I is an algebraic and topological L-interior operator on X.

Definition 5.13. An L-interior system I on X is called algebraic if it satisfies:
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(ALIS)
∧

j∈J C j ∈ I for each co-directed subfamily {C j} j∈J ⊆ I.

For an algebraic L-interior system I on X, the pair (X,I) is called an algebraic L-interior system space.

Definition 5.14. An L-interior system I on X is called topological if it satisfies:

(TLIS) A,B ∈ I implies A ∧ B ∈ I.

For a topological L-interior system I on X, the pair (X,I) is called a topological L-interior system space.

The full subcategories of L-ISS consisting of algebraic and topological L-interior system spaces are
denoted by L-AISS and L-TISS, respectively.

Example 5.15. Define I ⊆ LX as follows:

I = {A ∈ LX
|

∨
x∈X

A(x) ≤
∧
x∈X

A(x)}.

Then it is easy to check that I satisfies (LIS1), (LIS3)-(LIS4) and (ALIS). Hence I is an algebraic L-interior
system on X.

Remark 5.16. By Proposition 5.4, we know that algebraic L-interior systems are L-concave structures [17]
with (LIS4) and topological L-interior systems are L-topologies with (LIS4). In the classical case, (LIS4) holds
naturally. This means algebraic L-interior systems and topological L-interior systems can be considered as
L-concave structures and L-topologies, respectively.

Next, we will study the relationship between algebraic (topological) L-interior operators and algebraic
(topological) L-interior systems.

Proposition 5.17. If I is an algebraic (a topological) L-interior operator on X, then II is an algebraic (a topological)
L-interior system on X.

Proof. It follows immediately from Proposition 5.5 and Definition 5.10 (5.11).

Proposition 5.18. If I is an algebraic (a topological) L-interior system on X, then II is an algebraic (a topological)
L-interior operator on X.

Proof. The proof of Proposition 3.18 can be adopted.

By Propositions 5.17, 5.18 and Theorem 5.9, we have the following corollary.

Corollary 5.19. (1) L-AILS is isomorphic to L-AISS.
(2) L-TILS is isomorphic to L-TISS.

6. L-Internal Relations

In this section, we will propose a new kind of fuzzy relations between L-subsets, which is called
L-internal relations. And we will show its compatible relationship with L-interior operators.

Definition 6.1. A mapping T : LX
× LX

−→ L is called an L-internal relation on X if it satisfies:

(ILR1) T(>,>) = >;
(ILR2) T(A,B) 6 S(A,B);
(ILR3) T(tA,B) =

∧
A∈LX (A(A)→ T(A,B));

(ILR4) S(A,B) 6 T(C,A)→ T(C,B);
(ILR5) T(A,B) 6

∨
C∈LX (T(A,C) ∗ T(C,B));

(ILR6) a ∗ T(A,B) 6 T(A, a ∗ B).
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For an L-internal relation T on X, the pair (X,T) is called an L-internal relational space.

A mapping f : (X,TX) −→ (Y,TY) between L-internal relational spaces is called L-internal-relation-
preserving (L-IRP, in short) provided that TX( f←L (A), f←L (B)) > TY(A,B) for each A,B ∈ LY.

It is easy to check that all L-internal relational spaces as objects and all L-IRP mappings as morphisms
form a category, denoted by L-IRS.

In order to establish the relationship between L-internal relations and L-interior operators, we first give
the following lemma.

Lemma 6.2. Let T be an L-internal relation on X. Then

(1) T(
∨

i∈I Ai,B) =
∧

i∈I T(Ai,B);
(2) T(a ∗ A,B) = a→ T(A,B);
(3) S(A,B) 6 T(B,C)→ T(A,C);
(4) A 6 B implies T(C,A) > T(C,B).

Proof. The proof of Lemma 4.3 can be adopted.

Now let us show how to induce an L-internal relation from an L-interior operator.

Proposition 6.3. Let I be an L-interior operator on X and define TI : LX
× LX

−→ L by

∀A,B ∈ LX,TI(A,B) = S(A,I(B)).

Then TI is an L-internal relation on X.

Proof. It suffices to show that TI satisfies (ILR1)-(ILR6). Indeed,
(ILR1) Straightforward.
(ILR2) For each A,B ∈ LX, it follows that

TI(A,B) = S(A,I(B)) 6 S(A,B).

(ILR3) For each B ∈ LX andA : LX
−→ L, it follows that

TI(tA,B) = S(tA,I(B))
= S (

∨
A∈LX (A(A) ∗ A),I(B))

=
∧

A∈LX S(A(A) ∗ A,I(B))
=

∧
A∈LX (A(A)→ S(A,I(B)))

=
∧

A∈LX (A(A)→ TI(A,B)).

(ILR4) For each A,B,C ∈ LX, it follows that

TI(C,A)→ TI(C,B) = S(C,I(A))→ S(C,I(B))
> S(I(A),I(B))
> S(A,B).

(ILR5) For each A,B ∈ LX, we have∨
C∈LX

(TI(A,C) ∗ TI(C,B))=
∨
C∈LX

(S(A,I(C)) ∗ S(C,I(B)))

>S(A,I(I(B))) ∗ S(I(B),I(B))
=S(A,I(I(B)))
>S(A,I(B)) (by (LIL6))

=TI(A,B).
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(ILR6) For each A,B ∈ LX and a ∈ L, we have

TI(A, a ∗ B) = S(A,I(a ∗ B))
> S(A, a ∗ I(B))
> a ∗ S(A,I(B))
= a ∗ TI(A,B).

Hence TI is an L-internal relation on X.

Proposition 6.4. If f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) is L-interior-preserving, then f : (X,TIX ) −→ (Y,TIY ) is L-IRP.

Proof. Since f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) is L-interior-preserving, it follows that

∀A ∈ LY, f←L (IY(A)) 6 IX( f←L (A)).

Take each B,C ∈ LY. Then

TIX ( f←L (B), f←L (C)) = S( f←L (B),IX( f←L (C)))
> S( f←L (B), f←L (IY(C)))
> S(B,IY(C))
= TIY (B,C).

Hence f : (X,TIX ) −→ (Y,TIY ) is L-IRP.

By Propositions 6.3 and 6.4, we obtain a functor P : L-ILS−→ L-IRS by

P : (X,I) 7−→ (X,TI) and f 7−→ f .

Conversely, we can also construct an L-interior operator from an L-internal relation.

Proposition 6.5. Let T be an L-internal relation on X and define IT : LX
−→ LX by

∀A ∈ LX,IT(A) =
∨
B∈LX

(T(B,A) ∗ B).

Then IT is an L-interior operator on X.

Proof. By Proposition 5.2, it suffices to verify that IT satisfies (LIL1)-(LIL3), (LIL5) and (LIL6). Indeed,
(LIL1) It follows from (ILR1) that

I
T(>) =

∨
B∈LX

(T(B,>) ∗ B) > T(>,>) ∗ > = > ∗ > = >.

(LIL2) It follows from (ILR2) that

I
T(A) =

∨
B∈LX

(T(B,A) ∗ B) 6
∨
B∈LX

(S(B,A) ∗ B) 6 A.

(LIL3) Take each A ∈ LX and a ∈ L. Then

I
T(a ∗ A) =

∨
B∈LX (T(B, a ∗ A) ∗ B)

>
∨

B∈LX (a ∗ T(B,A) ∗ B) (by (ILR6))
= a ∗

∨
B∈LX (T(B,A) ∗ B)

= a ∗ IT(A).
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(LIL5) Take each A,B ∈ LX. Then

S(IT(A),IT(B)) = S
(∨

C∈LX (T(C,A) ∗ C),
∨

D∈LX (T(D,B) ∗D)
)

>
∧

C∈LX S(T(C,A) ∗ C,T(C,B) ∗ C)
>

∧
C∈LX (T(C,A)→ T(C,B))

> S(A,B).

(LIL6) Take each A,B ∈ LX. Then

T(B,IT(A)) = T
(
B,

∨
C∈LX (T(C,A) ∗ C)

)
>

∨
C∈LX T(B,T(C,A) ∗ C) (by Lemma 6.2)

>
∨

C∈LX (T(C,A) ∗ T(B,C)) (by (ILR6))
> T(B,A). (by (ILR5))

This implies
I
T(IT(A)) =

∨
B∈LX (T(B,IT(A)) ∗ B)

>
∨

B∈LX (T(B,A) ∗ B)
= I

T(A).

Thus IT is an L-interior operator on X.

Proposition 6.6. If f : (X,TX) −→ (Y,TY) is L-IRP, then f : (X,ITX ) −→ (Y,ITY ) is L-interior-preserving.

Proof. Since f : (X,TX) −→ (Y,TY) is L-IRP, it follows that

∀B,C ∈ LY,TX( f←L (B), f←L (C)) > TY(B,C).

Then for each A ∈ LY, we have

f←L (ITY (A)) = f←L (
∨

B∈LY (TY(B,A) ∗ B))
=

∨
B∈LY (TY(B,A) ∗ f←L (B))

6
∨

B∈LY (TX( f←L (B), f←L (A)) ∗ f←L (B))
6

∨
D∈LX (TX(D, f←L (A)) ∗D)

= I
TX ( f←L (A)).

Therefore f : (X,ITX ) −→ (Y,ITY ) is L-interior-preserving.

By Propositions 6.5 and 6.6, we obtain a functor R :L-IRS−→ L-ILS by

R : (X,T) 7−→ (X,IT) and f 7−→ f .

Next we will show L-interior operators and L-internal relations are one-to-one corresponding. That is,

Theorem 6.7. L-ILS is isomorphic to L-IRS.

Proof. It suffices to verify that R ◦ P = IL−ILS and P ◦ R = IL−IRS. That is to say, we only need to prove (1)
I
TI = I and (2) TI

T

= T.
For (1), take each A ∈ LX. Then

I
TI (A) =

∨
B∈LX

(TI(B,A) ∗ B) =
∨
B∈LX

(S(B,I(A)) ∗ B) ≤ I(A).

Conversely,
I
TI (A) =

∨
B∈LX

(S(B,I(A)) ∗ B) > S(I(A),I(A)) ∗ I(A) = I(A).
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This proves that IT
I

= I.
For (2), take each B ∈ LX. Then

T(IT(B),B) = T
(∨

C∈LX (T(C,B) ∗ C),B
)

=
∧

C∈LX T(T(C,B) ∗ C),B)
=

∧
C∈LX (T(C,B)→ T(C,B))

= >.

This implies for each A,B ∈ LX,

TI
T

(A,B) = S(A,IT(B))
6 T(IT(B),B)→ T(A,B)
= > → T(A,B)
= T(A,B).

Further, we have
TI

T

(A,B) = S(A,IT(B))
= S

(
A,

∨
C∈LX (T(C,B) ∗ C)

)
> S(A,T(A,B) ∗ A)
> T(A,B).

This proves that TI
T

= T, as desired.

Now let us introduce algebraic and topological counterparts of L-internal relations and study their
relationship with algebraic and topological L-interior operators.

Definition 6.8. An L-internal relation T on X is called algebraic if it satisfies

(AILR) T(A,
∧

j∈J B j) =
∧

j∈J T(A,B j) for each co-directed subfamily {B j} j∈J.

For an algebraic L-internal relation T on X, the pair (X,T) is called an algebraic L-internal relational space.

Definition 6.9. An L-internal relation T on X is called topological if it satisfies

(TILR) T(A,B ∧ C) = T(A,B) ∧ T(A,C).

For a topological L-internal relation T on X, the pair (X,T) is called topological L-internal relational space.

The full subcategories of L-IRS consisting of algebraic and topological L-internal relational spaces are
denoted by L-AIRS and L-TIRS.

Proposition 6.10. If I is an algebraic (a topological) L-interior operator on X, then TI is an algebraic (a topological)
L-internal relation on X.

Proof. It follows immediately from Proposition 6.3 and Definition 5.10 (5.11).

Proposition 6.11. If T is an algebraic (a topological) L-internal relation on X, then IT is an algebraic (a topological)
L-interior operator on X.

Proof. The proof of Proposition 4.12 can be adopted.

By Propositions 6.10, 6.11 and Theorem 6.7, we obtain the following corollary.

Corollary 6.12. (1) L-AILS is isomorphic to L-AIRS.
(2) L-TILS is an isomorphic to L-TIRS.
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7. Equivalence Between L-Closure Operators and L-Interior Operators

In the classical case, closure operators and interior operators are dual concepts and they are equivalent.
In this section, we will focus on the equivalence of L-closure operators and L-interior operators. To this
end, the lattice background L is always assumed to be a regular complete residuated lattice.

By means of the precomplement operator ¬ on L, we will establish the relationship between L-closure
operators and L-interior operators.

Proposition 7.1. Let I be an L-interior operator on X and define cI: LX
−→ LX by

∀A ∈ LX, cI(A) = ¬I(¬A).

Then cI is an L-closure operator on X.

Proof. By Proposition 3.2, we only need to show cI satisfies (LCL1)-(LCL3) and (LCL5)-(LCL6). Indeed,
(LCL1) cI(⊥) = ¬I(¬⊥) = ¬I(>) = ¬> = ⊥.
(LCL2) cI(A) = ¬I(¬A) ≥ ¬(¬A) = A.
(LCL3) Take each a ∈ L and A ∈ LX. Then

cI(a→ A) = ¬I(¬(a→ A)) = ¬I(a ∗ ¬A)
≤ ¬(a ∗ I(¬A)) = a→ ¬I(¬A) = a→ cI(A).

(LCL5) Take each A,B ∈ LX. Then

S(cI(A), cI(B)) = S(¬I(¬A),¬I(¬B)) = S(I(¬B),I(¬A))
≥ S(¬B,¬A) = S(A,B).

(LCL6) Take each A ∈ LX. Then

cI(A) = ¬I(¬A) ≥ ¬I(I(¬A)) = cI(¬I(¬A)) = cI(cI(A)).

Thus cI is an L-closure operator on X.

Proposition 7.2. If f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) is an L-interior-preserving mapping, then f : (X, cIX ) −→ (Y, cIY ) is an
L-closure-preserving mapping.

Proof. Since f : (X,IX) −→ (Y,IY) is an L-interior-preserving, it follows that

∀B ∈ LY, f←L (IY(B)) 6 IX( f←L (B)).

Then for each A ∈ LX, we have

f←L (cIY ( f→L (A))) = f←L (¬IY(¬ f→L (A)))
= ¬ f←L (IY(¬ f→L (A)))
≥ ¬IX( f←L (¬ f→L (A)))
= ¬IX(¬ f←L ( f→L (A)))
≥ ¬IX(¬A)
= cIX (A).

This implies that f→L (cIX (A)) 6 cIY ( f→L (A)), as desired.

Proposition 7.3. Let c be an L-closure operator on X and define Ic : LX
−→ LX by

∀A ∈ LX,Ic(A) = ¬c(¬A).

Then Ic is an L-interior operator on X.
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Proof. The proof of Proposition 7.1 can be adopted.

Proposition 7.4. If f : (X, cX) −→ (Y, cY) is an L-closure-preserving mapping, then f : (X,IcX ) −→ (Y,IcY ) is an
L-interior-preserving mapping.

Proof. Since f : (X, cX) −→ (Y, cY) is L-closure-preserving, it follows that

∀A ∈ LX, f→L (cX(A)) 6 cY( f→L (A)).

Then for each B ∈ LX, we have

f←L (IcY (B)) = f←L (¬cY(¬B))
= ¬ f←L (cY(¬B))
≤ ¬ f←L (cY( f→L ( f←L (¬B))))
≤ ¬ f←L ( f→L (cX( f←L (¬B))))
≤ ¬cX( f←L (¬B))
= ¬cX(¬ f←L (B))
= I

cX ( f←L (B)).

Hence f : (X,IcX ) −→ (Y,IcY ) is an L-interior-preserving mapping.

Theorem 7.5. If c is an L-closure operator on X and I is an L-interior operator on X, then cIc = c and IcI = I.

Proof. Straightforward.

By Propositions 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 and Theorem 7.5, we have the following result.

Theorem 7.6. L-CLS and L-ILS are isomorphic.

The following diagram collects the main results of the previous sections in this paper.

L-CLS L-ERSL-CSS iso
====

iso
====

iso
∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣ L is regular

L-ILS L-IRSL-ISS iso
====

iso
====

Here, “iso” stands for “isomorphic”. “L is regular” stands for “L is a regular complete residuated
lattice”.

8. Conclusions

In this paper, we presented the notions of L-closure (L-interior) operators, L-closure (L-interior) sys-
tems based on fuzzy infimums (supremums) of L-families of L-subsets and showed there is a one-to-one
correspondence between L-closure (L-interior) operators and L-closure (L-interior) systems. In addition,
we introduced two types of fuzzy relations between L-subsets, called L-enclosed relations and L-internal
relations. And we proved that there is a one-to-one correspondence between L-enclosed (L-internal) rela-
tions and L-closure (L-interior) operators. Finally, we showed the category of L-closure spaces and that of
L-interior spaces are isomorphic, whenever L is a regular complete residuated lattice. Following this paper,
we will consider the following problems in the future.
• Enclosed relations and internal relations have been generalized to (L,M)-fuzzy convex structures [32].

Hence, we will consider fuzzy counterparts of enclosed (internal) relations in the framework of L-fuzzy
convex structures, where L is a complete residuated lattice.
•We will consider other characterizations of fuzzy closure systems and fuzzy interior systems, such as

fuzzy neighborhood systems, fuzzy remote-neighborhood systems and so on.
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